20010221.ba v03_n110.bam.20010221

>From ???@??? Wed Feb 21 15:38:34 2001 -0600
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 15:36:01 CST
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3110
Message-Id: <20010221224606.4E2AE4B5E@devel43.theporch.com>

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 3110

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) RE: BC-342 horror stories wanted
	by Meir Ben-Dror <mbendror@optonline.net>
  2) HQ-170 mod
	by Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
  3) Preserving workmanship
	by Don Reaves <dr@cei.net>
  4) Resistors
	by Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
  5) RE: HRO-60 headsup
	by Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
  6) Re: [MilSurplus] Resistors That Drift High
	by "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com>
  7) how do you inventory your vacuum tubes
	by Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca>
  8) ADMINISTRIVIA: Over Quoting
	by listown@nanniandjack.com (Mail List Owner)
  9) RE: how do you inventory your vacuum tubes
	by "Gibbs, Dennis" <dgibbs@rational.com>
 10) HRO-50-60 Coil Question
	by Steve Berg <z931086@corn.cso.niu.edu>
 11) Reforming Electrolytics
	by Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
 12) Re: how do you inventory your vacuum tubes
	by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 13) FS:Cheap
	by "James C. Owen, III" <k4cgy_list@yahoo.com>
 14) Re: vacuum tube inventory
	by Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
 15) Re: how do you inventory your vacuum tubes
	by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 22:09:35 -0500
From: Meir Ben-Dror <mbendror@optonline.net>
Subject: RE: BC-342 horror stories wanted
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <009b01c09bb3$b7f03d40$0291a8c0@ntwks1.ws19ops.com>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Thanks for the advice, I have nothing to lose trying that.

Good luck with the restoration you're facing. I just read the update on
fixing the coil and the bandswitch wafers.
Funny, I just had a somewhat similar situation with a Philips BX925A HF
marine receiver from the 50's.

The bandswitch wafer on the antenna input side was neatly split in half and
the rotor of course was sliding happily back and forth on the shaft, with
nothing holding it.
I managed to slip the shaft out of the chassis through the back, unsoldered
the leads to the wafer. I crazy glued it to hold it temporarily and for
strength I smeared a little quick-hardening epoxy gel (non-running, you can
use it in any position). After the epoxy cured,  I reassembled the whole
thing and it works great. Of course, I identified the bad capacitors
immediately by the burned-out resistors. Total bypass caps (so far): 4,
resistors: 4,  mains fuse:1.

The beast is working now, with a funny problem which needs heavy artillery
to troubleshoot - a scope and a signal generator, which will be deployed
tomorrow.
The symptom is that the audio sounds very clipped. Of course, at first I
thought the problem was at the audio stages. To eliminate that suspicion, I
fed the "Gramophone" input from an audio generator and it sounds just fine.
If I take the audio from the diode load and feed it into an external
amplifier, it sounds reasonably good. This stumps me a little because at
first I thought that the last IF stage may be clipping or the detector or
AGC is leaking somewhere and acting as a clipper.

Anyway, this is the not so horror story du jour from this end.

73, Meir WF2U




-----Original Message-----
From:	Arden Allen [mailto:gumbear@pacbell.net]
Sent:	Tuesday, February 20, 2001 11:21 AM
To:	Meir Ben-Dror
Subject:	Re: BC-342 horror stories wanted

Hi Meir;

Try using carburator cleaner to strip the silver paint without damaging the
original paint.  You may be able to return it to original condition.  Good
luck.

Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net

----------
> From: Meir Ben-Dror <mbendror@optonline.net>
> To: gumbear@pacbell.net; Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
> Subject: RE: BC-342 horror stories wanted
> Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2001 4:45 AM
>
> About 6 years ago I  bought a BC-312 at a local hamfest. The main problem
> was  that some idiot spray painted the whole receiver - front panel and
> cabinet - with silver paint. He was at least nice enough to mask the
> nomenclature around the knobs. The only reason I didn't leave it there in
> disgust, was that I paid $20 for it and I figured it'll be an organ donor
> for other BC-312 projects.
> The horror story is that the receiver worked after replacing one cap, so
I
> didn't have the heart to terminate life support to harvest its organs.
> But what to do about the paint?
> To this day the poor BC-312 is hiding in my storage room because of its
> disfigurement....
>
> 73, Meir WF2U
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From:	owner-boatanchors@theporch.com
[mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com]
> On Behalf Of Arden Allen
> Sent:	Monday, February 19, 2001 4:28 PM
> To:	Old Tube Radios
> Subject:	BC-342 horror stories wanted
>
> Heavy Metalists;
>
> It finally arrived on my bench last night, the dreaded BC-342D, S/N 1064,
> made by RCA, Order No. 1263-NY-41.  It hefts like solid lead, it's a good
> thing my bench is built to take it.  Externally it only has some slight
> corrosion on the lower right hand corner.  However, if it doesn't fall on
> and kill me it is going to be a real haul to get this one into primo
shape.
>  Off came the cover and out went the spider webs via Electolux Airlines.
I
> then glowered at all of those soldered shut hermetic capacitor modules.
> It's enough to drive one bunkers to think of all the work that the sight
of
> those caps implies.  What I need is some psychological bolstering.  I
would
> like to know other's experiences with the BC-342, 348 variety of
receiver.
> Assuming all the cap modules are rotten, how does one cope with
> difficulties replacing or restoring these modules?  Is it just a labor of
> love (I have no experience with loving labor)?  My crying towel is at
hand.
>
> Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net
>
> PS;  All horror stories will be saved and amalgamated into a Hollywood
epic.
>

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20010220203601.00839100@pop3.dccnet.com>
Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 20:36:01 -0800
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
Subject: HQ-170 mod
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I'm finally working on the '170 that's been on the shelf for a year or so.
I needed a companion for the Valiant on 75 AM.

A wierdly done mod appears to remove 40 meters from the double conversion
feature, so it's only single conversion as 160 and 80 are.
Was that a known mod at some time?
Any idea why a PO would want to do that?

VE7XF

------------------------------
Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 23:22:56 -0600 (CST)
From: Don Reaves <dr@cei.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Preserving workmanship
Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.30.0102202238360.28914-100000@wa5bbs.radiohome.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Dave raised an important issue.  I have adopted quite a few homeless
orphans that I just can't bear to 'repair', yet would like to have them
functional. We all know that military radio MFP aroma, and the whine of a
dynamotor that you only get from applying power to an old radio.  You
fellows that are long time knowledgeable collector restorers, especially
of military radio equipment, need to point out when and where we beginners
should leave stuff alone. Should I, for example, recap and reresist my
pristine BC-312 in the CH-121-A chest with all the accessories and legs,
or leave it alone as a static display?  Part of the allure of this gear is
that we can make it function properly even when it is over 50 years old,
by relatively simple replacement, as Morris says, of the usual suspects
(paper caps, electrolytics, carbon resistors). But the other part is
pulling that receiver out of the case and demonstrating exactly what it
looked like as built.  I don't mind a R-390A full of orange drops, but
like Robert mentioned, a BC-342 full of OD's just doesn't seem right.
Where do you draw that line?  It sure annoys me now to see a piece of WWII
gear that has been hacked to death. Passed up a $100 BC-342 just a couple
of weeks ago because it had too many added holes in the front panel along
with those wonderful modern component improvements.  Yet, one of my prized
receivers is a R-388 neatly and mostly solid stated (Tnx, Mike!) by an
unknown person. Irony or dichotomy?  I can't explain it.

Thanks for the discussions, pros and cons.  Food for thought!



> 1. What is easier to replace - a 2 cent resistor or that 50 year old
> specially wound unobtainium transformer it feeds??
>
> 73 de Morris VK3DOC
>
> > thus preserving the original workmanship.
> > It has worked well so far, but am I kidding myself?

> > 73 Dave S.

-- 
Don Reaves W5OR Little Rock AR
EM34, CCA, QCWA, AMI, ARRL LM
dr@cei.net  R-390 list manager
www.militaryradio.com

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20010220221625.00795860@pop3.dccnet.com>
Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 22:16:25 -0800
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
Subject: Resistors
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Speaking of resistor replacement, would it be sufficient to compare actual
tube pin resistances with those listed in the manual to determine resistor
drift?
I'm sure that voltage comparisons would give some hintage as well.
(assuming that none of the associated capacitors were leaking)

VE7XF

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20010221151123.21020.qmail@mellon.com>
From: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: HRO-60 headsup
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 10:05:49 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

I originally saved this post for the day when I get around to restoring my
HRO-60. But then I realized that this kind of report is a really good idea.
If all of us would take a few minutes to write up a 3-paragraph report on
component condition and restoration required for the sets we work on and if
that information was archived somewhere by make and model number, that would
be a very valuable reference indeed. 

I have seen fragments of this on different web sites. And some sets have
attracted a huge set of restoration documentation like the R390A and the
R388. But I don't see this information being generally available for the
less common sets or for the run-of-the-mill lower-end gear. Is that right?
Or have I missed some useful resources on the web or elsewhere?

73, Don Merz, N3RHT


> -----Original Message-----
> From:	A. B. Bonds [SMTP:ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu]
> Sent:	Tuesday, February 20, 2001 10:56 AM
> To:	Old Tube Radios
> Subject:	HRO-60 headsup
> 
> The electrical resuscitation of this critter is about 2/3 done (unless I
> find any more hidden nasties).  Once cleaned it was in a bit better shape
> than I had originally thought.  Getting rid of spiderwebs yields very
> cheap
> attitude adjustment.  There was an apparent wiring error in the mode
> (CW-AM-NBFM-Phono) switch.  Two leads were reversed, so that when in AM
> mode a 0.01 bypass cap was hooked to the (dead) B+ line of the BFO
> oscillator as opposed to the real B+ line.  Given the congested location
> of
> the wires in question, I will probably leave it unmolested as an historic
> document.
> 
> The real reason for the post is a brief report on component condition.
> The
> paper caps are mostly Sangamo red plastic molded units.  Every one of them
> is leaky, and many have cracked cases.  There is (of course) one Black
> Beauty (hiding behind the mode switch) and it is not only leaky but has no
> discernible capacitance.  Fortunately, this is all balanced by a large
> number of ceramic disks, which seem to have survived the years nicely.
> 
> About 2/3 of the resistors are out of spec, all high, from about 15% to
> 200+%.  The smooth molded resistors seem to have fared better than the
> ones
> with the textured cases.  All power resistors are bad save the two that
> are
> on 6H6 filaments and the wirewound 5K.
> 
> Bottom line is that this particular set (which, admittedly, suffered from
> the slings and arrows of outrageous storage) is about as bad as any I've
> seen, implying that if you haven't checked your HRO-60 you should.
> 
> 			73		A. B. Bonds
*****************************************************************
DISCLAIMER:   The information contained in this e-mail may be confidential
and is intended solely for the use of the named addressee.  Access, copying
or re-use of the e-mail or any information contained therein by any other
person is not authorized.  If you are not the intended recipient please
notify us immediately by returning the e-mail to the originator.    

------------------------------
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 11:51:55 -0500
From: "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com>
Subject: Re: [MilSurplus] Resistors That Drift High
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com>,
   "milsurplus@qth.net" <milsurplus@qth.net>,
   Boatanchors <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-ID: <200102211152_MC2-C64F-2E46@compuserve.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
Content-Type: text/plain;
	 charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-Disposition: inline

Group,

As I mentioned to someone off list, I estimate around a 90% success rate =
at
restoring the canned oil-filled paper types prevalent in WW-II vintage se=
ts
like the BC-312 et al, and only slightly less for the electrolytics.  =


Message text written by "J. Forster"
>Most electrolytic capacitors can be successfully re-formed. It may take
several
days or even a week, but care and patience pays off.

<



Robert Downs
<RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com>
Houston

------------------------------
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 11:59:23 -0700 (MST)
From: Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca>
Subject: how do you inventory your vacuum tubes
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: 
 <Pine.PMDF.3.95.1010221114624.541122782J-100000@devax.admin.athabascau.ca>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Do you inventory your vacuum tubes?  

It is about time I did since there are so many that I can't keep track of
them and with the price of a 12AT7 approaching the price of a fair copy of the
"Radiotron Designers Handbook" it will be darned expensive to buy new tubes
because I am too lazy to look through all my boxes.

Anybody computerize their tubes?  How do you record them and what kind of
information do you record and/or find useful?

I have assigned my 14 year old to type them into files on the computer and
we will go on from there to perhaps adding short descriptions ("remote cutoff
RF pentode" or whatever) and then listing the stuff around the house and 
whatever type of tubes it requires.  I offered $5.00 an hour which is better
pay then his brother makes at Wendy's but there is no assurance of long term
employment.
---
   Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS  
   Athabasca University
   Athabasca, Alberta Canada
   ** richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca **

------------------------------
Message-Id: <200102211915.f1LJF1JZ011693@osr506.nanniandjack.com>
From: listown@nanniandjack.com (Mail List Owner)
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: ADMINISTRIVIA: Over Quoting
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 11:15:01 -0800 (PST)

Gang-

Apparently the gentle nudge and suggestion approach to the issue of
improving the quality of posts to the BoatAnchors list, and maintaining
our excellent (and high) signal to noise ratio is falling on DEAF EYES!

     PLEASE READ THIS AND SAVE IT BECAUSE IT IS IMPORTANT!!!

The list culture is to include only those portions of a prior post
that are required to maintain the context of your comments. We have
always tried to reduce the amount of "chaf" on the list, and this
is one good way.

In private mail between you, a subscriber, and me, as list manager,
I really don't care one way or the other, but when posting to the list,
there are at least two issues of concern:

1) the increased bandwidth from including extra text.
   With the trial subscriptions and full members, the number of copies
   of each post mailed out change the impact of each extra word so that
   each single character becomes 1,000 characters of mail!

2) by not editing out included text, it sends a not at all subtle
   message to the list, that the poster considers his/her own time
   required to merely swipe his mouse across the text and tap the delete
   key, to be more valuable than the collective time and energy of the
   600-700 readers on the list... not exactly a "positive" message! ;^)

This isn't rocket science... you place the pointer at the top of the
message you are including *parts* of, and click-drag to where you need
to include, and then hit the backspace or delete key... painless,
easy, quick, and very helpful to the list.

PLEASE begin to pay attention to this... those who consistently can not be
bothered to be considerate of the list will forfiet posting privileges
and risk not being invited back for membership.

Treat the list as a symposium. In such an environment, with 600 others
attending who have paid to be there, it is unlikely you would repeat
someone else's portion of a conversation in its entirety as part of
your own remarks... it would become very tedious, very quickly, if you
did... especially if you repeated even the closing signature block of
the previous message.

Thanks for your understanding and help in making the boatanchors list 
have the highest signal to noise on the InterNet.
--
73
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - -
 listown@nanniandjack.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"
     "Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee"
Wed Feb 21 11:15:01 PST 2001

------------------------------
Message-ID: <94917026ECA55D43B767041057030ACD2E3197@sus-va1it01>
From: "Gibbs, Dennis" <dgibbs@rational.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: how do you inventory your vacuum tubes
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 14:32:54 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

Hello Richard and the Group,

You really touched on a hot topic for me.

I recently completed a spreadsheet in Microsoft Excel.  It accepts the
following as inputs:

1) The model number of each type of equipment I own that uses tubes.
2) The quantity of that particular model I own (for example, I own 4 R390As)
3) The tube complement of each item of equipment.
4) The number of NOS tubes I own for each tube type listed in the
spreadsheet.

The spreadsheet then computes the total number of each tube type needed to
re-tube all my pieces of equipment once.

It also computes whether I have enough of each tube type in stock according
to my desired inventory level.  If I do not, it flags that tube with a red
flag and specifies how many I need to acquire to meet my desired inventory
level.  I always take this sheet with me to hamfests.

It also computes if I have a significant number of tube types above and
beyond my desired inventory level.  For each tube type that meets this
criteria, it flags it as green, and specifies how many I can sell or trade
without going below my desired inventory level.

Finally, I have entered the value of each tube as specified in the Antique
Electronic Supply catalog for each year since 1992.  It then computes the
total value of my tube inventory.  I picked the AES price lists because they
seem to set the high water mark for most tube types.

Yes, I know, I had too much time on my hands one day.  It started as an
exercise to become more proficient with Excel, and I just kept adding to
it.....

Dennis


-----Original Message-----
From: Richard Loken [mailto:richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2001 1:59 PM
To: Old Tube Radios
Subject: how do you inventory your vacuum tubes


Do you inventory your vacuum tubes?  

It is about time I did since there are so many that I can't keep track of
them and with the price of a 12AT7 approaching the price of a fair copy of
the
"Radiotron Designers Handbook" it will be darned expensive to buy new tubes
because I am too lazy to look through all my boxes.

Anybody computerize their tubes?  How do you record them and what kind of
information do you record and/or find useful?

I have assigned my 14 year old to type them into files on the computer and
we will go on from there to perhaps adding short descriptions ("remote
cutoff
RF pentode" or whatever) and then listing the stuff around the house and 
whatever type of tubes it requires.  I offered $5.00 an hour which is better
pay then his brother makes at Wendy's but there is no assurance of long term
employment.
---
   Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS  
   Athabasca University
   Athabasca, Alberta Canada
   ** richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca **

------------------------------
Message-ID: <3A941AC6.64C9C3D2@corn.cso.niu.edu>
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 13:45:10 -0600
From: Steve Berg <z931086@corn.cso.niu.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: HRO-50-60 Coil Question
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Back in the 1970's I bought a National AC coil set from a gent in
Chicago.  My HRO-50T1 did not come with one, and I wanted the bandspread
on 15 meters.  Some years later, while working late in the 2-way shop, I
brought my receiver and coil sets in and lined them up.  Not having a
dial scale for the AC coils, I just lined up the bottom end of the band
with the marks for the other strips.  I went on to make a bunch of
contacts with the receiver and my Hallicrafters HT-37.  NOw that I have
that receiver back on the desk, I started cleaning the dust off the coil
sets, and noticed that the AC set is clearly marked for the HRO-60.  My
understanding is that these do not work with the 50's.  Yet, mine does. 
Was it common for these sets to me modified for the older receivers, or
is there some other reason why this works?  

I'm happy, but confused.

73,

Steve WA9JML

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20010221200035.11119.qmail@mellon.com>
From: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Reforming Electrolytics
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 14:54:57 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

> Message text written by "J. Forster"
> >Most electrolytic capacitors can be successfully re-formed. It may take
> several days or even a week, but care and patience pays off.
> 
> 
Cap reforming is a legitimate process. It is often referenced in capacitor
manufacturer literature and is thoroughly discussed the popular radio
restoration books. So reforming is not a myth nor especially bad practice.

Now, all that being said, my time is still my most precious resource. So
I have developed some rules of thumb that reflect my experience and my
desire to protect my most precious resource. Here is what I come up with:

All electrolytic capacitors from the 1930's and 40's need replaced. They are

all bad. By the 50's and 60's, you had some reputable manufacturers making 
long-life units. I find that Cornell-Dubilier (CDE) caps tend to hold up
very well 
and almost always reform easily. OTOH, Aerovox caps often will not 
successfully reform and must be replaced. In between, with a 50/50 success 
rate are Mallory and Sprague brands. Other hints: If it looks bad with
dents, 
stains at the edges where it meets the chassis, etc., then it probably is
bad. 
If it has a paper wrapper and wire leads, it probably is bad. Electrolytics
found 
in Heathkits are usually not dead, but they will often perform poorly and
will not go back to their rated capacitance after being reformed. The Drake 
and Collins gear I have worked on has had a 98% survival rate. 

Be sure to consider the service that the cap has spent its life in. Is it
being operated well within its ratings? Or at the upper edge of them? That
upper edge of the working voltage is hard on dielectric material and these
caps should mostly be replaced just to avoid the hassle of having to do it
later. Generally, it seems like most circuits will work fine with an
increase 
in the value of the replacement cap of up to 50% over the value of the 
original part. Conversely, it also appears that most circuits will suffer if
you 
replace an electrolytic with a smaller value unit so I don't do this.

My 2 cents.
73, Don Merz, N3RHT

*****************************************************************
DISCLAIMER:   The information contained in this e-mail may be confidential
and is intended solely for the use of the named addressee.  Access, copying
or re-use of the e-mail or any information contained therein by any other
person is not authorized.  If you are not the intended recipient please
notify us immediately by returning the e-mail to the originator.    

------------------------------
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 12:13:00 -0800
From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
Subject: Re: how do you inventory your vacuum tubes
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <0G9400LD0IR1PW@mta5.snfc21.pbi.net>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi Rich;

> Do you inventory your vacuum tubes?  

Excellent question.  I was just wondering how I was going to get control of
my tube stock.  I have not kept the inventory I took ten years ago updated
and now things are so bad I'm going to have to start from scratch.  I plan
to use Excel to manage it this time but I'm not sure how to keep the data
current.  It's awful easy to put off making the entries for each tube
transaction.  Maybe I need a separate computer and bar code labels.  Naw,
that's going too far.  I would like to know any tricks that work to keep
tube inventories current.

Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20010221201749.8731.qmail@web1607.mail.yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 12:17:49 -0800 (PST)
From: "James C. Owen, III" <k4cgy_list@yahoo.com>
Subject: FS:Cheap
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Time to list a few more things. All prices are cheap plus
shipping.

3-872A    $5.00
2-866A     5.00
3E29       5.00  5 for $20.00

6V battery charger model BX-2 by Schauer. Looks good with only a
little corrosion and slight rust spots. Cords will have to be
replaced. Output is spec'ed as 6.5V @ 6A.    $5.00

Lamda Model 29M Regulated power supply, tube type. 100-200V
adjustment range @ 100MA. Just the thing for repairs on BA
receivers. Looks very good just needs a fuse holder cap and fuse.
Should work but not tested. Weights 20-25 lbs estimated.   $7.50

Please email direct not to list.

73 Jim K4CGY

__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Auctions - Buy the things you want at great prices! http://auctions.yahoo.com/

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20010221122555.007e2eb0@pop3.dccnet.com>
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 12:25:55 -0800
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
Subject: Re: vacuum tube inventory
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Richard, VE7BSV asked:
>Do you inventory your vacuum tubes? Anybody computerize their tubes? How do
>you record them and what kind of information do you record and/or find
useful?

Yes, I do. Can't imagine not, if one has more than a boxfull.
I keep them in a file in my word processor:

 6AG7		3  NB	[1]
 6AG7		1  U
12BY7		2  N	[4]
OA2		15 U	[7]

eg. line 1:    3 6AG7s, new, in boxes. I use [1] in my equipment.
Note the space before the "6". This allows Word Perfect to sort them in order.
The initial cataloging is a bit of a chore, but once started, updating is
easy.
If I can't remember what a 6AG7 is, I look it up in a manual.
I print the results in columns, to save space. My current list uses 4 pages
of 4 columns.

I also maintain a list of tubes used in my radios:

Collins R-388  (51J-3)
----------------------
 5V4		1
 6AK5		2
 6AQ5		1
 6BA6		7
 6BE6		3
12AX7		2
12AU7		1
OA2		1

This requires more work during initial entry, as I put them in order manually.
I save this file, then sort them and remove the headings. With a little
combining and editing, this gives a total list of tubes used. This info is
then aded manually to the list of tubes I have (see first example - [1]).

I also have a list of tubes used in ham-type radios, gleaned from the Moore
books, QST, handbooks, etc. This list helps me separate the "radio" tubes
from the "TV" tubes when I bring a boxfull home from a flea market.
This list is available from me by an e-mail attachment (ASCII) if anyone
would like a copy.

Of course I also have a list of "tubes needed" that I take to swap meets so
I can pick up the ones I need.

Speaking of tubes, I need the following for my R-392:
five  26A6
one   26A7
Every single 26A6 helps.

VE7XF
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Richard,

I use a database program called Filemaker, originally written for Macs
(hooray!) but available now, I think, for Wintels as well. It's easy to
use.  I'm sure any database will do, and the one your fingers already
know how to use is best.

I have chosen only to enter the following fields:

Tube type
Kind of tube (pre-octal, octal, miniature, Loktal, compactron, weird...)
NOS or used

You can then create reports sorting by your favorite parameter.  You
could certainly add fields describing tube function if you like. 
BUT...design teh database structure before you do the data entry.  Your
14 year old will not be best pleased to be asked to do it all agian
'cause Daddy didn't plan properly!

I also enter teh tube usage of everything I have that's got 'em.  This
way I can compare usage to spares levels and decide what I need more of
and what not to keep. BTW, my present count of tubes in radios is about
800, and spares about 4,000.  I box the tubes and store them in Xeros
boxes.  The storage is much more efficient if the tubes are grouped in
the Xerox boxes according to size (oldies, GT octals, miniatures). I
have a bout three six-foot stacks of Xeros boxes.  I cut down the box
height for the smaller types.

Before anyone assails my credibility, I must point out that I have never
claimed to be sane!

Regards,

/scott

Richard Loken wrote:
> 
> Do you inventory your vacuum tubes?
> 
> It is about time I did since there are so many that I can't keep track of
> them and with the price of a 12AT7 approaching the price of a fair copy of the
> "Radiotron Designers Handbook" it will be darned expensive to buy new tubes
> because I am too lazy to look through all my boxes.
> 
> Anybody computerize their tubes?  How do you record them and what kind of
> information do you record and/or find useful?
> 
> I have assigned my 14 year old to type them into files on the computer and
> we will go on from there to perhaps adding short descriptions ("remote cutoff
> RF pentode" or whatever) and then listing the stuff around the house and
> whatever type of tubes it requires.  I offered $5.00 an hour which is better
> pay then his brother makes at Wendy's but there is no assurance of long term
> employment.
> ---
>    Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS
>    Athabasca University
>    Athabasca, Alberta Canada
>    ** richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca **

-- 
Scott Robinson
spr@earthlink.net

Junque is GOOD for you!
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